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Montgomery County Melv~n Thompson could understand. It's filled w ~ t h  government workers. "There's a tendency to bel~ev, 
government can solve problems for you," he sa~d. 

Sim~lar sent~ments run In Howard County, hums to Colunibia, the giant planned commun~ty 11 wasn't until Prince George's ( 
last month to outlaw smoking In bars and re~t~ juran ls ,  he sald, that he fully understood how rap~dly smoke-free furces can n 
through ~ ~ ~ I S ~ l c t l O l l S .  

Thompson IS a lobby~st for restaurant and bar owners in Maryldnd. He fights proposed smoking bans Tracklnq h ~ s  recent ei 
explain how an area stretchlny from the District to just south of Ball~rnure could soon become a no-fly zone for srnok~ng In b 
restaurants. 

The Montgomery County ordinance is two years old. Howard's ban was proposed Oct. 25. The next day. a D.C. Council GOT 
approved its measure. In Pr~ncs George's, council members w~l l  hold a hear~ng Tuesday and are poised to pass it. 

" ln~t~ally. I wouldn't have sald Prince George's rvas vulnerable." Thompson sa~d, c~tlng the county's des~re to lure s~t-down rE 
concerns ra~sed by the county's chamber of commerce and a strong work~ng-class bar crowd near the Route 1 corridor. 

But statist~cs indtcate that fewer than one in four voters smoke. At the same time, anti-smoklng advocates have been prese 
with more research concluding that the bans don't hurl the rest~lurant business overall and that they protect workers from sf 
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smoke Las! month. Montgomery released a study showing that ~ t s  ban hasn't hue ~ t s  hospitality Industry 

"In terms clf what's good for votes. it's a political no- bralner," s a ~ d  Thompson who asserts that many of the stud~es are flaw 

In V~rglnla, where tobdccn Interests have long held polr l l~al sway, a statewide ban on smoking ~n bars and restaurants seen 
ariytlme soon. And because the state's constitution generally forbids countles from passing laws more restrictive than the st 
~urlr;dlctions are hindered In effons to pass anti-smoking measures St~l l  In Alexandria, more than 50 restaurants have volur 
ban smoking on their premises, according to c~ty  offlclals. 

" I  th~nk the entlre stAte of Maryland and D.C. wdhln the next two years w~ l l  be smoke-free." said Kari Appler, execlitlve dlrec 
Smoke Free hlaryldnd Coalition and Thompson's political arch- opponent on the rssile 

Thompson sa~d  there are plenty of bdttleyrounds left, such as Anne Arundel and Bdlilrnore count~es. Smoke Free Mavland' 
show that although support IS strong for statew~de bans In sunurban Wash~ngton. ~t drops to 55 percent In suburban Baltlmc 

Thompson and h ~ s  supporters say the bans hit certain establishments hard such a s  those catering to sports fans and draft 
Thompson also takes the pos~tlon that the known dangers of secondhand smoke are repeatedly overcooked. But, he sa~d. s 
pollt~clans hvant to hear his arguments. 

"I  don't need a ton uf brlcks to fall down on my hsad to know they don't want to sit down w ~ t h  u s  " he sale of the Prlnce Geor 
Council's nlne members. only of whoni have returned his recent calls. 

Thompson earl~er worked for L1.S Rep Wayne T. Gilchrest a Republican from Maryland's Eastern Shore. He then pursued 
dream and worked as an ass~stant chef In a French restaurant HE and h ~ s  w~ fe  didn't Ilk@ the hours, so he returned to pol~tlc 
Restaurant Assoc~ation of Maryland five years ago. 

In fighting thbs battle, he also faces challenges frum h ~ s  own side. He doesn't get much help from big chalns such as Outba 
and the OIIVE. Garden. that suhrive more on d~nner vr~lurne than bar receipts, ~ndependent restaurant owners say. Even sorr 
restaurant and bar owners who are members of h ~ s  oryanlzation tell IawmaCErs they'a be wlll~ng to live with a statew~de ban 
follows through wrth ~ t s  own Legislation, eliminatiny that competition. 

And when Thompsan trles to gmerate momentum among smokers, such as recently fax~ng materm,al to bars in Prince Geori 
tend not to show up at public hearings, wherc ardent smoking b e s  reyul~r ly do, he sald. 

Local oW1clals certainly are follow~ng trends At  least seven states, lncludlng Californra. New York and Delaware. clnd 180 lo1 
smoke-free bars and restaurants. Even Ireland now forb~ds smoking In pubs. 

In Maryland, smoke-free proponents say that Thompson IS too qu~ck to clte polltlcs and critic~ze research and that local  off^ 
trylng to promote safe er,vlrunments for all workers 

Debates on smoking in Maryland bars stretch back to at least the early 1990s. In 1993, Howard a n d  Anne Arundel counties 
Bal:~rnore proposed cuttlny back. Even the restaurant assoc~atlnn seemed to agree about the dangcrs 

"We see more and more sclentlfic reports lhnk~ng exposure of tobacco smoke w~ th  illnesses." Paula Kreuzburg. Ihe assoc~at 
president. wrnle In a memo to the group's bclard of d~rectors, accord~ny to a copy of the memo posted under the "Secret Do, 
section of the Smohe f ree  Maryland Coalltlon's Web slte. 

In 1995. Maryland enacted rules barring smoking In Indoor worhplaces. But state polll~clans ~ d ~ e d  out exemptions for resta 
bars. The ~ndustry's argument has long been that restaurants, and partrcularly bars. aren't llke allplanes or office bulld~ngs - 
them need smokers to thr~ve. In 1998 Howard officials enacted a iaw calllng for establishments to seal off smoking sect~on: 

Thlnqs remained relatively ~ u ~ e t  for the next elght years. Then, in 2003. Montgomery's ban went into effect 

As for Talbot County, where smoking in nightspots w d ~  snuffed out last year, it 1s inzreas~ngly filling with wealthy retirees -- 
longtime res~denls, weren't as apt to yet a heel at a smoky bar. Thompson said. 

He continues to dlslr~bute research by Janles E.  Enstrt~m at the School of Publ~c Health at Ihe clnlversrty of Californ~a a1 Lo! 
Enstrom and others studied 35.561 nonsmokers wtth smok~ny spouses, concluding that the data dldn't support a causal reli 
between secondhand smoke and tubaczo-related mortalrty. 
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Reached In Los Angeles, Enstrom sald that he is not necessar~ly opposed to smuk~ng bans -- in part because he th~nks act1 
more uangerous than many people belleve -- but that hls research into secondhand smoke tends to be d~srn~ssed out of har 
environment "All the science gets Inst In the battle to implement these bans." he sa~d.  

Other stud~es, of course, show se~ondhana smoke to be dangerous 

I F  Pr~nce George's Chdrrman Samuel H. Dean ID-Mltchellv~lle) and councll member Douglas J J. Peters (D-Bow~e) say the 
counl;rl td pass the smoklny tan  Tuesday. 

Reyard~ng possible sit-downs with opponents of the bill, Peterssald, "What we're trylny to say is we appreciate your Input b 
weighed the prcs and cons and we th~nk ~ u b l i c  health is go~ny to w:n out." 

In the Distr~ct, Eden counc~l member Carol Schwartz (R-At Large), an opponent of the ban, said the measure is liksly to pas 
said. "the votes are there fur smohs-free." 

The debste In Howard CounPj m~ght turn out to be the most contcntlous 

Council member Dav~d  A Rakes (0-East Columbia) Intends to submit feg~slation that grandfathers In establishments w~ th  sc 
smok~ng areas. "They'be already spent sr) much money to comply w~th  our old law that we shouldn't now change the rules c 
said. 
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